Draft Letter of Support 
April 10, 2010

Council Member [name]

City of San Jose

200 E. Santa Clara Street

San Jose, CA  95113

Re:  Washington United Youth Center – Proposed Budget Cuts
Dear Council Member [ name]:

I am writing to you to express my deep concern about the City of San Jose’s proposal to close the Washington United Youth Center in order to balance the City’s  FY 2010 – 2011 budget.  
Washington United Youth Center is not only a place for youth to enjoy recreation; it is a safe haven for youth and a beacon of hope for our community. The entire community benefits from all of the youth and community services provided by Catholic Charities and partner agencies at WUYC from the computer tech lab, arts, dance, and cultural events, ESL classes, food distribution, community meetings, and support groups. Partner organizations that participate at WUYC include Sacred Heart Nativity School, Second Harvest Food Bank, MetroEd, Brenda Lopez Folklorico Dance Group, La Biblioteca America, Washington Elementary School, Guadalupe Washington Area Neighborhood Association, Washington Area Community Coalition, California Youth Outreach, and Firehouse. 

I acknowledge that you and the City Council are faced with some extremely tough budget decisions, but when we consider that it costs $131,870 each year to house a single youth at one of  Santa Clara County’s juvenile ranches …it just does not make sense to cut Catholic Charities’ funding for the Washington United Youth Center by $374,000. It is far more economical to fund Catholic Charities to operate the Washington United Youth Center and keep kids safe from gang involvement than it is to incarcerate our youth. The annual cost to the City per WUYC attendee is only $261 for 1,519 persons (829 youth and 690 adults).  


Please save Washington United Youth Center.

Sincerely,

